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OAU Urges Renamo To Reconsider Election 
Boycott Decision 


MB2710194194 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1910 GMT 27 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Organization of African 
Unity has appealed to Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] to reconsider its decision to boycott the 
elections. An OAU statement issued in *.ddis Ababa said 
the people of Mozambique have invested much hope 
and sacrificed for the cause of peace in their country. It 
said nothing should be allowed to frustrate their expec- 
tations or undermine the momentum for lasting peace in 
that country. The statement said all has been done to 
ensure the best conditions possible for the holding of free 
and fair elections, in the presence of the international 
community. 


FAO Chief Addresses Africa Regional Conference 


MB2610172994 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1610 GMT 26 Oct 94 


[FB!IS Transcribed Text] The director general of the 
Food and Agricultural Organization [FAQ], Mr. (Jaques 
Jules), says his organization will work tirelessly to attain 
a new [word indistinct] in Africa. Speaking at the official 
opening of the 18th FAO regional conference for Africa 
in Gaborone today, he said the process will combine the 
most productive technology to ensure sustainable pro- 
duction and (?foster) social equity. 


Mr. (Jules) said the FAO supports African nations in 
their struggle to ensure food security for their popula- 
tions. He said Africa has a potential which has barely 
been tapped. He said most African countries are coura- 
geously undertaking painstaking efforts to revive eco- 
nomic [word indistinct] 
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Mr. (Jules) said Africa 1s the only region in the world 
where per capita food production has declined in the last 
25 years. He said Africa was a net food exporter in the 
early 1960's and today is a net importer. 


He further said the conference must come to grips with 
the scourge of drought if it 1s to achieve a relatively 
acceptable level of food security. The director general 
said therefore irrigation, forestry, livestock, and fisheries 
require especial attention. 


\” -. (Jules) further told the conference that 37 percent of 
the population of sub-Saharan Africa 1s suffering from 
chronic malnutrition. 


BEAC Governor Lowers Prime Interest Rate 


AB2710224994 Brazzaville Radio Nationale Congolaise 
Network in French 1800 GMT 27 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The governor of the Bank of 
Central African States recently decided to lower the 
bank’s prime rates. Thus, [words indistinct] interest rate 
on tender, which goes from 10.50 percent to 9.50 per- 
cent, and restructures the other interest rates as follows: 
{word indistinct] financing rate—11 percent, vice 12 
percent; penalty rate—15 percent, vice 20 percent; spe- 
cial deposits rate—4.5 percent, vice 5 percent; maximum 
debtor's rate—unchanged, that is 7 percent; minimum 
creditor's rate—unchanged, that is 7.50 percent; govern- 
ment treasury advance rate—(?9.50) percent, instead of 
10.50 percent within the statutory ceiling; government 
treasury penalty rate—11 percent, instead of 12 percent 
in excess of ceilings. This considerable lowering of rates 
is aimed at revamping investment in productive sectors 
and consolidating economic growth within the bank 
member states. This decision came into effect on 24 
October. 
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Gabon 


Army General, Leading RNB Member Resigns 


AB2710125194 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Gabon is still without a govern- 
ment two weeks and a day after the appointment of Dr. 
Paulin Obame Nguema to the post of prime minister. 
This delay is beginning to create tension within the 
leadership of some political parties. It is in such an 
atmosphere that General Andre Yegue, a military strat- 
egist and influential personality within Father Paul Mba 
Abessole’s National Lumberjacks Rally [RNB], one of 
the leading Gabonese opposition parties, has walked out 
on the party. Andre Yegue, who was speaking yesterday 
on national television, officially ended his political activ- 
ities by resigning from the post he had been holding 
within this political party for the past three years. Gen. 
Yegue said he is resigning because, quote, of the cam- 
paign orchestrated by the RNB leadership to discredit 
him soon after last December's presidential election. 


Rwanda 


Former Government Took 17 Billion Rwandan 
Francs 


EA2610205494 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1700 
GMT 26 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpts] As we approach the end of 
the month, some civil servants are asking themselves if 
they will get their salaries. Those who got part of their 
salaries in the last months are also asking themselves if 
they will be paid again. The minister of finance, Marc 
Rugenera, gives you an answer. [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Many 
people had placed their hopes on the opening of the 
Central Bank’s safe. We heard that the safe has been 
opened. What came out of it, if there is no secret? 


{[Rugenera] There is no secret about it. It is true that the 
coffer was opened. But we are still counting what was left 
in it. Currently, I can not give you any detailed informa- 
tion. But what I can say is that it was found that all 5,000 
denomination notes had been stolen and taken to Zaire 
by the former government. Most of the 1,000 and 500 
denomination notes also went. Most of the 100 denom- 
ination notes were taken away. It seems that they could 
not carry all of them away because there were too many. 
[passage omitted]. 


[Correspondent] Some reports from outside say that our 
notes are about to be changed. Is this true? What are the 
conditions which lead to such a move by a country. 


{Rugenera] I would like to inform you that the former 
government took with it about 17 billion Rwandan 
francs. But, as you have heard, the Zairian Government 
confiscated most of it. A small part was not confiscated. 
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The Zairian Government stored the money in its banks. 
As you heard, Prime Minisicr Faustin Twagiramungu 
during his visit to Zaire held discussions with Zainan 
authorities and the Zainian Government agreed to return 
the money. Therefore, you can understand that !t would 
not be necessary to take complicated steps trying to 
change the currency while an easy remedy to the ques- 
tion could be found. So the question 1s still being studied 
and we are waiting jor Zaire to return the money so that 
our activities move forward. [end recording] 


Zaire 


Opposition Leader: ‘Kengo Controls Nothing’ 


BR2710152494 Brussels L’ECHO tn French 
27 Oct 94 p 2 


[Report on interview with Zaire’s Justine Kasa-Vubu, 
representative in Belgium of the Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress, by Didier Grogna; place and date 
not given: “Justine Kasa- Vubu: Kengo Controls Noth- 
ing”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Justine Kasa-Vubu has never 
hidden her opposition to the election of Kengo Wa 
Dondo as Zairian prime minister. The representative in 
Belgium of Etienne Tshisekedi’s Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress (UDPS) party considers that this 
election was illegal. In this sense, she found the visit [of 
Kengo] to Belgium disappointing: “I am disappointed 
that he was received here. He came to rebuild Mobutu’s 
reputation because 1t was Mobutu who gave him his 
post. I am sure that this visit was first and foremost the 
consequence of pressure exerted by certain countnies, 
such as France. which want to profit from particular 
psychological conditions, such as the Rwandan drama, 
to restore Mobutu’s credibility. Howevei, 1f you consider 
the main points on which your country intends judging 
the government, you cannot blame Belgium too much. 
We will be careful to ensure that Belgium maintains the 
position it has always held.” 


For Justine Kasa-Vubu, Kengo remains the president's 
man. “He would never have been elected tf he had not 
had the backing of Mobutu. Throughout his life he has 
shown himself to be more Mobutuist than Mobutu 
himself. He has made many arbitrary arrests and as a 
result has broken up hundreds of families. The women, 
with their husbands 1n prison and without a wage coming 
in, have been forced into prostitution to survive. He has 
taken advantage of his position as public prosecutor and 
prime minister.” 


Rigged Election 


The UDPS representative therefore does not believe a 
word of Kengo Wa Dondo’s positive discourse. ‘‘People 
who, like Tshisekedi, wanted to restore order in the 
republic, have been prevented from doing so. Kengo has 
not changed in the last four years. His election was rigged 
and was the result of long months working on national 
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and international opinion with the aim of imposing the 
choice of the ‘third man.’ Why did Kengo not ask for the 
support of the opposition before getting himself elected? 
Simply because he knew that the opposition would not 
give him its support. We had asked that the prime 
minister elected by the national conference remain in 
office.” 


Justine M’Poyo Kasa-Vubu maintains that Kengo con- 
trols nothing. “The people hate him. The civil servants 
no longer do any work. Nobody listens to his emissaries. 
He will fail. Kengo is certainly a good orator, but he 
cannot turn his words into action.” 


Perhaps Kasa-Vubu is right. Only the future wall tell. 
However, after months of political chaos, surely the most 
important thing is to get the country working again, with 
all politicians working together to overcome their differ- 
ences? “We are fighting so that democracy can get off to 
a good start. Kengo is the proof that the laws are not 
being respected. In particular, he promised during the 
National Conference that he would restore legally 
seized property to its owners. He got himself elected but 
has not mended his ways. We could not participate in 
such a man’s government. That would be letting the 
criminals off the hook. We do not want to work with a 
man who represents the Zairian evil which stands values 
on their head. It 1s the vilest kind of destruction I know.” 


What Elections? 


In the face of such discourse there are still questions to 
be asked, and in particular .ne may wonder why the 
radical opposition rejoined the Transition Parliament. 
“You must not interpret it as us subscribing to Kengo’s 
policy. We just want to block the work of an assembly 
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that is serving a dictatorship. Moreover, we intend 
ensuring that Joseph Ileo’s successor will indeed come 
from the opposition.” 


The radical opposition has obviously opted to dig in. 
Nor does it intend to participate in the upcoming elec- 
tions. 


“How can you talk of credible elections? Mobutu and 
Kengo have refused to respect the rules of the game. We 
do not want to stand in an election held on the same 
basis as the last one. Above all, we want to let the law 
speak and we know that the population is ready to make 
further sacrifices to achieve this aim. Through honesty 
and concern for our people and for future generations, 
we must allow ourselves the time to establish stable 
institutions.” 


“We do not want power for the sake of holding power. 
We prefer not to hold power but be safe 1n the knowledge 
that our cause is just. In any case, the time that passes is 
time won for the construction of a rule-of-law state.” 


Could this state do without foreign cooperation and the 
support of industrial groups? “Il am amazed that busi- 
nessmen can even contemplate investing in Zaire. Do 
they intend running their companies with Kengo’s chil- 
dren or with a Zairian population that hates him? If 
businessmen are in such a hurry to go to the aid of a man 
with dirt on his hands then that is their problem, but 
what is it they say about birds of a feather? The best 
investment tney could make would be to support the 
government that the people elected. Maybe they just 
want to make their money on the back of the mafioso- 
style regime of the second republic.”’ Justine Kasa-Vubu 
is as harsh as ever, and certainly does not mince her 
words. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


More Security Forces Deployed on Mozambique, 
Swazi Borders 


MB2710170094 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1600 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, acting as president during Pres- 
ident Mandela’s absence, said the South African Gov- 
ernment is in contact with all the role playcis in 
Mozambique and will use its influence to persuade 
everyone to accept the election results. However, mili- 
tary intervention is not being considered. 


Leaders of the former Frontline States undertook at a 
summit in Harare, Zimbabwe, on 25 October to inter- 
vene militarily in Mozambique to ensure peace during 
and after the election. 


{Begin correspondent Linda van Tilburg recording] On 
the border of KwaZulu/Natal with Mozambique and 
Swaziland, additional security forces have been 
deployed with an eye on the Mozambican election. A 
combined task force of defense and police force mem- 
bers has stepped up border patrols in the event of a 
possible influx of refugees if a civil war breaks out in 
Mozambique. During a media tour, details of 11 South 
African infantry companies’ crime prevention efforts at 
Ndumo, which also includes the control of refugees, were 
released. 


Near the border more mobile soldiers on horseback and 
motor bikes have been deployed to do follow-up work in 
the rough terrain. The security forces said there has not 
been a notable increase in Mozambican refugees since 
arrangements for the election began, but the KwaZulu/ 
Natal border would be vulnerable if people indeed 
sought refuge in the area. [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 28 Oct 
MB2810141794 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Criticism of Amnesty for ‘Bloodthirsty Racial Fanat- 
ics —Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 28 
October in a page 16 editorial notes that the amnesty 
cut-off date 1s 5 December and the “‘killers” of American 
exchange student, Amy Biehl, “‘may qualify for 
amnesty.” It is “now pointless arguing” about the 
amnesty cut-off date but THE STAR believes “the 
Barend Strydoms, the Biehl killers and the AWB [Afri- 
kaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment] thugs should be branded as bloodthirsty racial 
fanatics and not hailed as ‘politically motivated’ heroes 
of the struggle.” If Biehl’s killers do get amnesty, THE 
STAR must ask the state “why it held the trial—and 
similar trials—in the first place? Why not just hand out 
amnesty without the charade, wasting the courts’ time 
and public money?” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Representatives ‘Appease’ Student ‘Thugs’—The 
three ANC representatives sent to Witwatersrand Uni- 
versity “to deal with this week’s upheavals—including 
trashing the campus and hostage-taking by workers and 
students,” “pussyfooted around those outrages, issuing 
gentle slaps on wrists,” states a page 14 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 28 
October. “They largely chose to use the occasion to beat 
the university authorities with the stick of ‘transforma- 
tion’, and in doing so to appease the thugs who form a 
minority of the student body.” 


WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Define SABC Role—Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English for 28 Oct-3 Nov in its page 32 
editorial wonders “what on earth to do with that arcane 
institution known as the SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation]. “‘Despite the welcome arrival of 
Zwelakhe Sisulu and his public broadcasting posse, there 
is little sense that the SABC understands what is meant 
by public broadcasting or that it has accepted this as its 
main brief.” The paper urges the Independent Broad- 
casting Authority to “tackle the problem the other way 
round: first define what it is the SABC should be doing, 
and then examine different options for funding it. Don’t 
abandon your remit: to promote public service broad- 
casting, and open the airwaves to other players. A King 
Kong SABC that sits astride both public service and 
commercial broadcasting will frustrate these aims.” 
NEW NATION 

Surrender of Illegal Guns—Although “less than 1,000 
guns’ were recovered during the indemnity for the 
voluntary surrender of illegal firearms, Johannesburg 
NW NATION in English on 28 October in a page 8 
editorial does “not believe the indemnity was an exercise 
in futility.” A “multi-pronged approach which mobilises 
every sector of society behind a national effort to rid the 
country of illegal guns” is needed. However, “it is amply 
evident that sections of the police and army. which 
busied themselves under apartheid with pursuing a 
course of violence, still remain untouched in the security 
forces. Many, it seems, have turned the perpetration of 
violence into an industry.” ““We should, therefore, not 
dismiss the concerns of some past members of self- 
defence units, who justify their reluctance to hand over 
their weapons by citing the threats posed by sections of 
the police.” 


Warning Against Nonpayment for Services—A second 
editorial on the same page notes that “large sections of 
our townships” are still “not paying for services such as 
electricity. Unless this culture of non-payment is aban- 
doned, we face the risk of entrenching a past form of 
resistance and making it a permanent feature of our 
future role as reconstructors of South Africa.”’ If this 
happens, “we risk paralysing the RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program] effort at every level.” 
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Angola 


Cabinet Authorizes Signing of Lusaka Accord 


MB2610131394 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1200 GMT 26 Oct 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers met in 
Luanda’s Futungo de Belas Palace today. It analyzed the 
country’s political and military situation in general, and 
‘ie ongoing Lusaka peace talks in particular. The 
ngolan Government team to the peace talks clarified 
certain issues with the Council of Ministers and, as far as 
is known, chief negotiator Faustino Muteka and his team 
have been given a mandate to sign the documents. 


The Council of Ministers decided: No more war and an 
urgent yes to peace. Thus, the Council of Ministers gave 
permission to the government team to the Lusaka talks 
to sign the accord. 


The government team to the talks has not stopped 
moving over the last few days as it goes about correcting 
the final details before peace is agreed on. Now all that is 
outstanding is the issue of security for Jonas Savimbi 
and the timetable for implementing the peace accord 
measures. 


On 25 October, the government's negotiating team went to 
the National Assembly to assuage the fears of the deputies. 
Questions were asked and the team answered them. Today 
they did the same in the presence of President of the 
Republic Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Prime Minister Dr. 
Marcolino Moco, and the Angolan Cabinet as a whole. 
They briefed the Council of Ministers on the situation and 
now they have the government’s permission to sign an 
accord as soon as the outstanding issues have been settled. 
General Higino Carneiro, spokesman for the government 
team to the peace talks, said: 


{Begin recording] [Carneiro] We were very near the end. 
We had to make a detailed report and that is what we 
did. Obviously, we listened to some concerns and they 
were Clarified. In any event, we have received a mandate 
to sign the protocol. We can say that we are going back to 
the Zambian capital with that mandate. Our concerns at 
this stage are the timetable for implementing the Lusaka 
Protocol measures and the issue of security for Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi. If those issues are settled within the next few 
days, we will obviously be in a position to sign the 
protocol. Thus, we hope to do so before the deadline set 
by the UN Security Council. 


[Unidentified correspondent] All speeches concerning an 
eventual signing of the accord say it will happen soon. 
Could you be more specific about that word soon? 


[Carneiro] The date the government foresees is the date 
set by the UN Security Council. Obviously, it is not the 
date the accord will be signed on. Ii probably will be the 
date the protocol will be initialed. [end recording] 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


nm 


Mozambique 


President Tells Nation No Reason To Postpone 
Elections 


MB2710190994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1755 GMT 27 Oct 94 


{““Address to the Nation” by Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano—live] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Dear compatnots, Mozambican 
women, Mozambican men: Dr. Brazao Mazula, 
chairman of the National Elections Commission [CNE}), 
asked me as the head of state to meet him this morning 
to inform me about events taking place in the country 
over the pasi hours. 


I would like to communicate to the nation what was 
essentially decided and conveyed to me. The CNE 
chairman informed me that the body that he heads 
closely examined the various allegations that have been 
presented and did not find sufficient basis to postpone 
the beginning of elections beyond the established date. 
Dr. Brazao Mazula told me that the CNE unanimously 
decided and I quote, that none of the issues raised in the 
document presented by the four opposition political 
parties constitutes any problem or contains factual mate- 
rial that can put at stake the holding of elections and 
their results. As such, all candidacies in voter registration 
books remain valid, unquote. 


As the president of the Republic, I am constantly 
receiving reports from the entire national territory con- 
firming that voters are massively flocking to polling 
booths in a very civilized manner and even with a lot of 
patience. Under the present circumstances, it is the duty 
of the head of state to appeal to all Mozambican women 
and Mozambican men to continue, in an orderly and 
civilized manner, to exercise their constitutional right to 
freely elect their deputies and the president of the 
Republic. 


As the president of the Republic, I would like to stress that 
it is in the national interest that no political party should 
contest the electoral results once they have been 
announced by the CNE, having benefited from the consid- 
ered opinion of the international observers. Mozambique 
wants peace to heal its wounds and begin national recon- 
struction. A very good night, dear compatriots. 


Dhlakama News Conference in Maputo 


MB2810105094 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0920 GMT 28 Oct 94 


[““News conference” by Mozambique National Resis- 
tance leader Afonso Dhlakama at his house in Maputo 
on 28 October—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Dear ladies and gentlemen of the 
press, are you ready? [response: “We are!”’] 
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Well, I would like to thank you for having come here to 
my residence, to this house where I live with my family. 
As you are aware, we had previously announced there 
were a number of problems which had made Renamo 
not participate in the elections. However, since then, we 
have worked with the international community—as you 
can see, the UN special representative is here—and the 
international community gave us guarantees that irregu- 
larities reported by Renamo will be investigated hence- 
forth and other complaints will be looked into after 
elections. There is a document which was signed five 
minutes ago and I am very happy because that document 
will serve as protocol to back our complaints. | would not 
like to go into details at this stage because you, ladies and 
gentlemen of the press, will be invited to my next press 
conference. 


Nevertheless, I would like to announce that Renamo will 
participate in elections. Speaking for myself, | shall vote 
here in Maputo today. 


{Unidentified correspondent} At what time, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 


{Dhlakama] Well [words indistinct]. 


{[Correpondent] Mr. President: [words indistinct] mes- 
sage for the [words indistinct] Renamo, was it not? 


{ Dhlakama] Well, I would like to explain that there were 
and there are serious problems which forced Renamo to 
make that decision. Nevertheless, there have been guar- 
antees by the international community that irregularities 
will be investigated and measures are being considered. 
The National Elections Commission [CNE] screwed up 
badly because we had presented our complaints in good 
time to CNE Chairman Dr. Brazao Mazula himself and 
he turned a deaf ear. Be that as it may, | am very happy 
because the international community, the UN peace- 
keeping mission here, and the ambassadors who are 
members of the Supervision and Control Commission 
[CSC], all assumed the responsibility of listening to our 
complaints. They assured us that they will investigate 
our complaints, even after elections have been held. 
Investigations will be carried out if there is fraud on the 
basis of our complaints. 


In view of that, | would like to call on the Mozambican 
people, the demobilized Renamo and Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front [Frelimo] soldiers to go to the polling 
stations and to cast their ballots. Though everything is 
lagging behind, we have also managed an extension of 
the elections. I cannot say how many days at this stage. If 
it is necessary, it could even be three or four days, so all 
people can be attended to. There is the need to under- 
stand that Mozambique is a vast country, there are 
transportation problems, and there are ola ladies and 
men who must walk 50 and 60 km to get to the nearest 
voting booth. I would like to repeat my cali to all to vote. 
Yesterday, today, and tomorrow are festive days. 


I would like to make it clear that neither Renamo nor 
Dhlakama ever had the intention of sabotaging elections. 
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It is quite the contrary, in fact: there are elections in this 
country today because Dhlakama and his brethren 
fought for these joyful days for 16 years. Thus, this 1s 
Dhlakama’s and the people’s celebration. 


{Correspondent, in English] Mr. Dhlakama: Could you 
make your announcement in English, please? 


{| Dhlakama, in English] Well... [coughs] 


{Correspondent, interrupting in Portuguese] Have there 
been any other [words indistinct]? 


{Dhlakama] | cannot go into details at this stage. I have 
appointed Mr. Raul Domingos, chief of the Renamo 
Political Affairs Department, to work with the interna- 
tional community and he will list all the guarantees 
which the international community must assume. 


[Correspondent] Will those guarantees include financial 
guarantees? 


{| Dhlakama] No, we are not talking now. I am not going 
into any details. | am telling you that I have appointed 
one person, who will be helped by our technicians. He 
will work with the international community and he will 
list all guarantees in this process, now, and once the 
elections are over. 


{Correspondent} [Words indistinct]. 
[Dhlakama] They will not end. They will be extended. 
[Correspondent] Until when? 


| Dhlakama] I cannot...[pauses, changes thought] well, we 
think the CNE will agree. We think it will agree after 
President Dhlakama and the other parties have shown 
such good will. We have agreed after guarantees were 
given by the international community. It is necessary for 
Dr. Mazula to understand that those people who could 
not vote yesterday must be given the opportunity to do 
so. I cannot say how many days. If four or five days are 
needed, that can be done. It happened in South Africa 
and it happened in Zimbabwe back in 1980. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Dhlakama: The CNE responded to 
Renamo’s allegations point by point. Would you care to 
comment? 


[Dhlakama] I cannot do that. | have already told you that 
1 will hold another press conference. I will be alone. If 
need be, I will read and indicate whether the CNE 
violated the very Electoral Law. So, | cannot...[pause, 
changes thought] my advisers... 


[Correspondent, interrupting] Where will you vote and 
at what time? 


{Dhlakama] I shall cast my ballot here in Maputo and 
you will be advised of the hour. 


[Correspondent] Will you keep to the spot where you 
registered as a voter, namely Polana School? 


[Dhlakama] Yes, that is quite right. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-94-209 
28 Ociober 1994 


[Correspondent] But you will vote today? 
{Dhlakama] Today, definitely. 


{Correspondent} Do you think that your behavior could 
have a negative impact on the election result? 


{[Dhlakama] My brother: It is not a matter of behavior. 
You should rather have said: President Dh!akama, you 
have saved the nation. I have saved the nation. That ts 
what we have said. 


[Correspondent] [Words indistinct]. 
{Dhlakama, in English] | beg your pardon? 


[Correspondent] What is the result of the meeting that 
you had with the (?peace) commission. You just came 
out of... 


{[Dhlakama} You will receive now a document. 


{Correspondent} Yes, but | would like to hear your voice 
on that thing. 


{[Dhlakama] Well, what we can say is just that... 


{[Correspondent, interrupting in Portuguese] The foreign 
journalists have asked Dhlakama to make his announce- 
ment in English. 


{Dhlakama, continuing in English, and remainder of news 
conference in English]...Our concern to the international 
community—1is here representative of Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali, Dr. Ajello, plus ambassadors that are 
members of the CSC. [as heard] We are very satisfied 
because what we were insisting with (?was that) the 
National Commission for Elections was rejecting our con- 
cerns. But now, since the international community 1s taken 
serious to say they know and they are ready, from now, to 
[words indistinct] and even after elections, through our 
concern, they can investigate, if it will be necessary to say 
election is...{pauses] what can I say? They can say OK, the 
election was not true and fair... 


[Correspondent, interrupting] Free and fair. 


[Dhlakama] The election was not free and fair because 
those problems is here. This is the reason why | like to 
announce for people of Mozambique and for interna- 
tional community that I, Afonso Dhlakama, as a 
Mozambican, as candidate for the presidential [as 
heard], we will be continuing in this process and my 
party, and other parties, we will participate, although we 
know that irregulations [as heard] is there, but the bodies 
and the mechanisms from the international community 
is ready to help. Not to help Dhlakama. To help all 
people of Mozambique. We need to make clear it was not 
our intention to try to sabotage elections. On the con- 
trary, | would like to say, even today, we have elections 
because | fought for that. | am father of this democracy 
in my country. It was not my intention and (?intend) to 
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collaborate with President Chissano, and with other 
parties, and the international community. Thank you 
very much. 


[Correspondent] Are you calling all your people to go 
and vote? 

{Dhlakama] Yes. I would like to tell people of Mozam- 
bique no confuse: we had and still have our reasons. Our 
reason 1s legitimate. In the interest of people of Mozam- 
bique, I will to call all people of Mozambique from now 
to go to vote for democracy, to select. to voie their next 
president, democratic president, and to vote parliament 
people, because is what we can call democracy, freedom, 
justice, human rights, in our history in this country 
Mozambique. [sentence as heard] Thanks. 


CNE Chairman Hails Renamo Decision, Extends 
Voting One Day 

M1B28/0123794 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1208 GMT 28 Oct 94 


{“Communiqve” read by Dr. Brazao Mazula, chairman 
of the National Electio..s Commission, in Maputo—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Monitored in progress] to 
become decisively committed to the reconstruction of 
the country and to eliminate famine, nakedness, and 
misery, as well as to guarantee the future of the coming 
generations. 


In view of the patriotic behavior of President Afonso 
Dhiakama, and the understanding of all our society 
concerning the Mozambique National Resistance’s 
{[Renamo] participation in the vote, | would like to call 
once again on all voters—on behalf of the National 
Elections Commission [CNE] members and on my own 
behalf—to go in their masses to the voting booths so they 
can cast their ballots. 


I would like to call on the workers and all voting booth 
helpers to go about their duties and tasks with the 
greatest possible zeal and devotion. 


I would like to call on the listed chiefs and delegates who 
are at the polling stations representing the various polit- 
ical forces competing in these elections to behave 1n the 
most responsible manner. 

Finally, | would like to announce that, after assessing the 
voting process yesterday, the CNE decided to extend 
voting by one day in accordance with the terms of the 
Electoral Law. In line with that decision, voting has been 
extended at all polling stations to 29 October. 


Your vote represents the future of Mozambique. 
Thank yon. 

Dhiakama Reaffirms Election Boycott, Promises 
No War 


MB2710200394 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo} leader Afonso Dhlakama has reaffirmed 
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in Beira that his party was withdrawing from the elec- 
tions that began in Mozambique today. That is not all. 


Dhlakama who was not calm, already has warned that if 


they provoke him he will become nervous and, with the 
permission of the Mozambican people, he will react. Our 
correspondent in Maputo Januario de Fonseca has fur- 
ther details: 


The situation in Mozambique 1s beginning to become 
complicated. Afonso Dhlakama today added fuel to the 
fire despite having announced Renamo’s withdrawal 
from the elections. Dhlakama did not beat about the 
bush and said he 1s not bothered by what the interna- 
tional community thinks. As far as he is concerned, there 
are no elections in Mozambique. 


{Begin Dhiakama recording] I am not interested to know 
whether the international community accepts or does 
not accept. What 1s important 1s that the Mozambican 
people should have free and fair elections. We do not 
want fabricated results here. We do not want a sham 
president here. We are nationalists. We want the inter- 
national community to help the Mozambican people. 
That 1s why | advocate tree and fair elections. In that 
case, if Dhlakama loses, he will accept defeat as a 
democrat. What I cannot accept 1s to see the interna- 
tional community, instead of trying to help, forcing the 
Mozambican people [words indistinct] the elections. We 
are not going to accept that. People should not even 
entertain that idea. All the same. we are not going to war. 
We are not going to war. Let me stress here, let me make 
it clear here that Renamo 1s the Mozambican people. 
Renamo is not Dhlakama. I have a lot of influence here 
in Mozambique, from the Rovuma River to the Maputo 
River. | answer for the people. | have a very, very, very 
big influence. [end recording] 


Dhlakama says he does not want war but his words are 
contradictory and full of threats. 


[Begin Dhiakama recording] Dhlakama 1s not a simple 
general who can be belittied, for people to say: Ah, leave 
this boy alone. | want to avoid the worst. That is why I 
told Dr. Ajello [UN speciat representative in Mozam- 
bique] here today: Look, please, do not provoke me. lam 
warning whoever it might be. Please do not provoke me. 
Neither [President Joaquim] Chissano nor anybody else 
should provoke me. Go on with your games but do not 
provoke. If you provoke me, | will become nervous. I will 
ask the people's permission and they will authorize me. 
Dhlakama then will respond. So far, I have not 
responded. I am only justifying why we decided not to 
participate in the elections for very legitimate reasons. 
jend recording] 


Afonso Dhlakama’s threats remind us of identical words 
used by Jonas Savimbi after the elections held in Angola 
in September 1992. Everything 1s beginning tc get com- 
plicated here in Mozambique, while Aldo Ajello ts trying 
to convince Dhlakama to say yes to the elections. At this 
moment, a question 1s being raised: Without the partic- 
ipation of Renamo and Dhlakama, the signatories of the 
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peace accords, will the elections be valid? The reply 
continues to be unknown. This 1s a story with many 
episodes and the authors will not be few. 


Further Explains Elections Boycott 


MB2710182994 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today is the first day of elections 
in Mozambique but the process is being overshadowed 
by the Mozambique National Resistance’s [Renamo] 
decision not to participate in them. Afonso Dhlakama 
was interviewed in Beira. 


{Begin Dhlakama recording] I repeat, this morning I 
spoke with Dr. Ajello [words indistinct] a press confer- 
ence to explain Dr. Ajello (°in the presence) of ambas- 
sadors. | already have been interviewed by news media, 
the Portuguese news media, [words indistinct]. First, | 
did not want to speak because we established a commis- 
sion in Maputo that should have answered these ques- 
tions. Then I began to see that the mmternational media 
was giving a different interpretation. I decided to get in 
to clarify this once and for all. Let 11 be known that there 
are no elections at the present moment. [Words indis- 
tinct] and there 1s one thing that | would like to reveal. | 
have just received a telephone call from Maputo that 
says a box was detected in Matola with President 
Joaquim Chissano’s filled-in voters books coming from a 
foreign country. This box already has been handed over 
to observers and the issue is being investigated. So 
Renamo’s complaints that there 1s fraud are being 
proven even before 24 hours have elapsed. So I can say 
[words indistinct] to avoid participating in these elec- 
tions, because | want to be very sincere with the inter- 
national community. I want to always continue to be 
accepted—my way of acting, my way of (being), 
patience, without threatening anybody. | do not want to 
be forced to act [words indistinct] and spoil everything 
because | still want the imternational community's sym- 
pathy. So to avoid this, [words indistinct] problems and 
people did not want to resolve these problems 


Reportedly ‘Reconsidering’ Election Boycoit 


MB2810061994 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0500 GMT 28 Oct 94 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] Renamo ‘Mozambique 
National Resistar. ce] leader Afonso Dhlakama 1s recon- 
sidering his decision to boycott the Mozambican elec- 
tion. Mr. Dhlakama pulled out shortly before the polls 
opened yesterday morning saying the election was fraud- 
ulent. However, Renamo supporters ignored his last 
minute call for a boycott and the international commu- 
nity has urged Mr. Dhlakama to accept the results of the 
historic election. After meeting Mr. Dhiakama in 
Harare, Zimbabwean president Robert Mugabe said the 
Renamo leader had indicated that he could still take part 
if his charges of irregularities were addressed ard voting 
extended to tomorrow and Sunday [30 October]. 
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Dhlakama: Filled-in Voters Books Come From 
Other Country 

MB2710144094 Vaput Radi Vf Zambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the city of Beira this after- 
noon, Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama told Mozambique Televison 
that there are now no elections in Mozambique, alleging 
that people are voting [words indistinct]. Dhlakama said 
his collaborators informed him that a box containing 
voter registration books already filled in for Joaquim 
Chissano, presidential candidate for the Mozambique 
Liberation Front [Frelimo]. coming from a country he 
did not mention was tound in (?Maputo). Afonso 
Dhlakama said Renamo’s decision was made after 
[words indistinct] and the National Elections Commis- 
sion, CNE. did not want to solve them. He said, [words 
indistinct] in the provinces, I have said many t'mes that 
I do not want war, and I do not want to hear about war, 
unquote 


International Community Talks With Dhlakama 
‘Unsuccessful’ 

MB2710143694 Johannesburg Radio South 
Network in English 1400 GALT 27 Oct 94 


{frica 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Crisis talks between the tater- 
rational community and the Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] leader Afonso Dhlakama to try to 
persuade him to recall his withdrawal from the Mozam- 
bican election have been unsuccessful 


Delegations from Britain, Portugal, Zimbabwe, and the 
United Nations met him in Beira and tried to persuade 
him to sort out problems that led to the vote boycott. M1 
Dhiakama ts insisting on a new election. Experts have 
reyected Mr. Dhlakama’s allegations and described his 
actions as those of a leader who realized he 1s losing his 
power. 


The South African Government said earlier that it was 
keeping an eye on the developments, and the govern- 
ments of Botswana and Zimbabwe met to discuss the 
CTISIS 


Yesterday southern African countries threatened mili- 
tary intervention 1f Renamo resumed the civil war 
However, Mr. Dhlakama has undertaken not to return to 
the bush. Despite Renamo’s boycott, Mozambrcan 
voters are streaming to the polls, and voting 1s pro- 
ceeding peacefully so far 


Renamo Calls on People To Vote; Dhlakama To 
Address Press 

VU B2810084594 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 28 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] has issued a communique in which 
it calls on party delegates to resume their work at polling 
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stations with immediate effect. That communique was 
presented by Ricardo de Oliveira, Renamo delegate for 
Nampula Province. In the communique, Ricardo de 
Oliveira said, quote, all listed Renamo delegates must 
resume their duties with immediate effect, unquote. 


Paragraph 2 of the communique says there inust be no 
obstacles in the way of this return. It also calls on all 
Renamo members, sympathizers, and the people at large 
to continue voting in the calm and civilized manner they 
have displayed so far 


Ricardo de Oliveira also said that Renamo leader Afonso 
Dhlakama will be addressing a news conference on the 
issue 


Renamo Holds Meeting, Final Election Stand 
Known ‘Later’ 

WB2810072794 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 28 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] The second day of elections has 
begun and no one knows yet what is the Mozambique 
National Resistance’s [Renamo] final stand on the evo- 
lution of the electoral process 


In an interview he granted the BBC this morning, a 
senior Renamo official said an internal seven-hour 
meeting had taken place and the final position would be 
made known after a meeting later this morning with 
ambassadors accredited to Mozambique and UN Special 
Representative Aldo Ajello 


That Renamo official also said that the National Elec- 
tions Commission has not fully responded to Renamo’s 
concerns vet, but he added that he hoped some solution 
on the basis of consensus could still be achieved. That is 
also reported to be the message conveyed by Renamo 
leader Afonso Dhlakama to one of Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe's advisers. Speaking in Harare 
yesterday, the Zimbabwean head of state described as a 
positive development the fact that Dhlakama has not yet 
completely excluded the possibility of participating in 
the elections 


Renamo Withdraws Officials From Polling Booths 
in Nampula 

WB2710204494 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transiated Text] The Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamoj provincial branch here in Nam- 
pula announced this afternoon that it will withdraw its 
representatives at polling booths because the ongoing 
elections are a sham. Ricardo de Oliveira, Renamo 
provincial representative in Nampula, told Radio 
Mozambique this afternoon that his branch will imme- 
diately begin to withdraw its representatives in all areas 
where they are found. A communique from Renamo 
provincial representative Ricardo de Oliveira says 
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I have the honor to inform all Renamo Party members 
and Nampula Province residents in general the fol- 
lowing: On orders from His Excellency Afonso 
Dhlakama, president of Renamo, the Renamo provincial 
branch in Nampula has decided to urgently withdraw its 
representatives at polling booths because the elections 
are a sham. 


Renamo Spokesman Reaffirms Withdrawal 


MB2710203594 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Translated Text] A meeting took place between 
the National Elections Commission [CNE] and the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] at CNE 
headquarters this afternoon after Afonso Dhlakama’s 
move to withdraw from the elections. After the meeting, 
we interviewed Renamo spokesman Rahii Khan. 


[Begin recording] [Khan] During the meeting, we 
received the two communiques issued by the CNE 
through its chairman, Dr. Brazao Mazula. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Mr. Rahil Khan, ts 
Renamo still decided to withdraw from the electoral 
process? 


[Khan] What is at stake here is not whether or not 
Renamo is still decided to withdraw from the elections. 
Measures were not taken when Renamo said that it 
decided to withdraw from the elections because they are 
a sham. Renamo was very clear in its stand. It was not 
only Renamo but also other parties that have signed the 
document. [end recording} 


Electoral Commission: Voting ‘Almost Unaffected’ 
by Boycott 

MB2710202494 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Announcer Chris Bick- 
erton] At the end of the first day of voting, the National 
Electoral Commission has been holding a press confer- 
ence in Maputo about the Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] debacle and the future of the elec- 
tion process. Our correspondent, Barnaby Philips, was 
there. He is on the line now. Barnaby, what did the 
commission have to say about it all? 


[Philips] Well, the main message of the day, Chris, was 
that voting has gone ahead almost unaffected by the 
boycott across the country. That was the point which the 
National Electoral Commission wanted to emphasize. 
They estimated, perhaps rather roughly, that anything up 
to 50 percent of the Mozambican electorate did vote 
today, despite the boycott, and that was the point they 
wanted to get home. 


[Bickerton] So what’s going to happen tomorrow? Will it 
just continue as if Renamo had not pulled out? 
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[Philips] Yes, that’s what the election spokesman, 
Manuel Frank, said: The election will proceed as normal 
tomorrow. The polls will open at 7 o'clock again across 
the country, and will close at 6 o'clock tomorrow evening 
which, as things stand at the moment, would be the 
official end of the election, although there 1s a provision 
for voting to take place on Saturday if necessary. 


[Bickerton] Now, we've heard from Renamo areas about 
the feeling there. What about Maputo, which is generally 
seen as a Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
stronghold? What’s been going on there today? 


[Philips] I think there’s a bit of a difference between the 
atmospheie liere and the atmosphere which Stan was 
describing in Nampula there. Again, one similarity, 
though, is that there has been a huge turnout, and the 
queues are very, very impressive, and it’s very moving to 
see all these people taking their democratic right to vote 
seriously. But in terms of knowledge of Renamo’s boy- 
cott, everybody in Maputo knows, everybody in Maputo 
is very worried and disappointed. As you say, Renamo 
are not particularly popular in this city, and there’s a 
great deal of sadness and anxiety about what they're 
doing. That was the feeling I had from people voting in 
Maputo today. [passage omitted] 


Pimo Leader Says Party Will Contest Elections 


MB2710162394 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 27 Oct 94 


{FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique Independent Party 
[Pimo] leader Ya-qub Sibindy said in Maputo today that 
the Mozambique National Resistance’s [Renamo] idea 
to withdraw from the electoral process was not good. 
Sibindy, who was reacting to Renamo’s withdrawal from 
the electoral process, stressed that Pimo will still contest 
the elections since he does not see any strong reason to 
withdraw. Samuel Mapilela, National Democratic Party 
[Panade] secretary general, reacted to Renamo’s with- 
drawal by denying that his party signed the document on 
the withdrawal from the electoral process, reminding 
that his party is part of the Democratic Union coalition. 
He added that if there are irregularities in the electoral 
process, they should have been presented earlier, not 
now. Samuel Mapilela said, however, that there are 
irregularities in the electoral process but the process 
should not be halted when it is already under way. 


Namibia 


Foreign Minister Asks for International Pressure 
on Renamo 


MB2710152294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1448 
GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek Oct 27 SAPA— 
Namibia on Thursday [27 October] called for interna- 
tional pressure to force Mozambique’s opposition 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] movement 
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to reverse its last-minute decision to withdraw from the 
country’s election. “‘The United Nations and the rest of 
the world community must drive the point home that 
Renamo alone will be held responsible for the conse- 
quences of its irresponsible action,” said Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Theo-Ben Gurirab. 


He urged Renamo to reconsider its decision, announced 
just hours before the UN-supervised poll got under way 
on Thursday. He said Renamo’s withdrawal would 
undermine attempts to bring peace, national reconcilia- 
tion and democracy to Mozambique. Mr. Gurirab said 
his government would keep close contact with the Front- 
line states and United Nations members to co-ordinate 
all possible measures to avert conflict in Mozambique. 


Zimbabwe 


President Says Renamo Has ‘Gone Too Far’ in 
Mozambique 


MB2710201494 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1945 
GMT 27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare Oct 27 SAPA—A vis- 
ibly shaken President Robert Mugabe on Thursday [27 
October] expressed his “dismay” at the eleventh-hour 
decision by Mozambican former guerrilla leader and 
head of the opposition Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] Party Afonso Dhlakama to pull out of the 
country’s first elections. 


“They (Renamo) have gone too far,” the Zimbabwean 
leader told a press conference at State House, his official 
residence in Harare. “I was alarmed, greatly alarmed by 
the news.” He said that on Tuesday night, after a 
day-long summit of the |l-member southern African 
Front-line States group which he chairs and which had 
been convened specially to discuss fears of disorder in 
Mozambique, Mr. Dhlakama had promised him and 
Botswana President Sir Ketumile Masire he would par- 
ticipate in the elections. “He assured us that he would 
not reverse the stand,” said Mr. Mugabe. 


Observers say the Zimbabwean president is particularly 
shocked by Mr. Dhlakama’s abrupt change of heart after 
the diplomatic pressure he personally orchestrated to 
keep the ex-guerrilla to his word. 


Unrest in Mozambique has major implications for Zim- 
babwe which shares a 700km border with the country 
and depends heavily on the road, rail and fuel pipeline 
corridor to the eastern port city of Beira for a vital 
proportion of its trade. 


Mr. Mugabe warned that Mr. Dhlakama’s action meant 
that “their actions will be misconstrued and suspicions 
which are quite detrimental to them will be put on their 
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refusal. Various inferences will be drawn from their 
refusal to participate’. But he was quick to rule out 
military intervention. “No,” he said firmly. “The war in 
Mozambique is over and Zimbabwe has no military 
plans in that country.” 


Zimbabwe, however, was “glad that Mr Dhlakama has 
not ruled out participation entirely.” Mr. Dhlakama had 
“predicated his participation upon conditions being 
made more transparent and perhaps more favourable to 
everybody.” There was a possibility that voting could be 
extended into Saturday and Sunday. 


Mr. Mugabe said he was making contact with other 
Front-line heads of state and would continue to watch 
the situation in Mozambique “hour by hour.” “We 
ourselves stay ready to help in the situation to the best of 
our ability,” he said. 


Mugabe Rules Out Military Intervention in 
Mozambique 


MB2710185694 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 27 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mozambique’s regional neigh- 
bors are likely to be none-too-pleased about the devel- 
opments today. Last week, the Frontline States meeting 
in Harare under the chairmanship of President Mugabe 
talked about the possibility of violence in Mozambique’s 
elections and about a possible military intervention, and 
today President Mugabe has taken time to issue a 
statement about Renamo’s [Mozambique National 
Resistance] withdrawal from the elections. From Harare 
Rachel Rawlings reports: 


President Mugabe said he was greatly alarmed and 
dismayed by the news of Renamo’s election boycott, 
which came as quite a shock. Only two days ago, Mr.[Re- 
namo presidential candidate Afonso] Dhlakama had met 
with President Mugabe and assured him he would take 
part in the electoral process, despite his reservations 
about alleged irregularities. At that time, the Frontline 
States issued quite a hard-hitting communique prom- 
ising appropriate and timely action if the situation so 
demanded. Today’s message was much more concilia- 
tory. President Mugabe ruled out any question of mili- 
tary intervention. He said Renamo’s grievances should 
be investigated and he called on Renamo and Mr. 
Dhlakama to participate in the elections because it 
would be to their advantage, otherwise suspicions might 
be raised about the reasons for their refusal. He said he 
was glad their participation hadn't been ruled out 
entirely. Mr. Dhlakama told the Zimbabweans today he 
was prepared to take part if his complaints were 
addressed and voting could be extended, not postponed. 
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Liberia 


Gordon-Sommers Elaborates on UN Role, 
Prospects 


AB2610214694 London BBC World Service in English 
1708 GMT 26 Oct 94 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With the continuing fighting in 
Liberia, the non-implementation of the Akosombo 
Accord by the warlords, and the scaling down of the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peacekeeping 
force, not much 1s being heard of UN special envoy, 
Trevor Gordon-Somers. The United Nations has 
extended his mandate for two months till the end of the 
year, but Mr. Gordon-Somers left Liberia around the 
time of the Charles Julue abortive coup last month and 
has been in New York, and there has been speculation 
that he would be staying there. On the line, Jeremy Skeet 
asked Trevor Gordon-Somers if he would soon be going 
back to Liberia. 


{Begin recording] [Gordon-Somers] Well, I expect to do 
sO. 


[Skeet] But you don’t think it is time for someone else 
from the United Nations, someone with a clean sheet to 
go back there? You are a very unpopular man among 
some people in Monrovia. 


[Gordon-Somers] You know, I have always said that the 
task of a special representative is a very complex one and 
I believe that FRSG’s [expansion unknown] are the most 
endangered species. This is not an issue whether Gor- 
don-Somers should be there or not there. Those deci- 
sions are made by the secretary general and I have always 
said to many of my Liberian interlocutors: If Gordon- 
Somers becomes a part of the problem, the secretary 
general would know the decisions to make. 


[Skeet] Don’t you think now, you have become part of 
the problem? 


{Gordon-Somers] It may well be the case; I mean that 
depends on whose perspective. 


[Skeet] But a lot of people, for example, the civilian 
conference that had been meeting; certain parts of the 
interim government, they said that you are a problem 
and that this Akosombo Agreement has discredited the 
United Nations. 


{Gordon-Somers] Well, | don’t think they are saying it 
has discredited the United Nations. They may see Gor- 
don-Somers as the target that should be criticized, but I 
don’t think anybody is saying that the United Nations 1s 
discredited and in fact, | saw the comment made by the 
Liberian ambassador here in support of the Security 
Council resolution. Now, I think Liberians understand 
that the United Nations is there to crown a system. It is 
not a question whether an individual ts suitable, is useful 
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or not. The secretary general can make those decisions 
with respect to his special representative. 


[Skeet] Now, if the secretary general does send you back 
to Monrovia, when are you likely to be there—in the 
next month or the nex! couple of weeks? 


{[Gordon-Somers] You know, the Security Council has 
endorsed the secretary general’s decision to send a high- 
level mission to the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] member states and that mission will 
probably take place some time during November. | 
would certainly hope to be in West Africa at the time of 
the mission. 


[Skeet] Now, if you do go back to Monrovia, what will 
your thoughts be as the plane comes tn to Monrovia, will 
you have a heavy heart, a sense of foreboding about the 
future, or will you go in with renewed energy and be 
optimistic? 


[Gordon-Somers] Well, | must tell you. You know, I 
have been asked very many times whether my optimism 
has waned and in recent times, when | looked at the 
downward slide in Liberia, I can tell you it has been quite 
a test to keep one’s optimism up. Heavy heart? Yes, 
perhaps. Foreboding? Yes, but | am quite clear in my 
mind that Liberians have to do a couple of things: They 
have to stop the fighting; the cease-fire must take place 
unconditionally and with immediacy. If we cannot 
accomplish that, we are not going to be able to accom- 
plish any kind of political accommodation and reconcil- 
iation. And that is where I think we all should dedicate 
our efforts. The United Nations, President Rawlings, the 
other heads of state of the West African Region. [end 
recording] 


Mali 


President Reshuffles Cabinet 


AB2510213394 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 2000 GMT 25 Oct 94 


[Communique issued by the Presidency in Bamako on 
25 October; read by Ahmed Madani Diallo, secretary 
general to the government] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] After a profound analysis of the 
political, economic, and social situation prevailing in 
our country, the president of the Republic has accepted 
the suggestion of a technical reshuffle of the cabinet 
subjected to his appreciation by the prime minister and 
head of government. The president of the Republic has 
renewed his confidence in the prime minister. On this 
occasion, he made it a point to reaffirm to the head of 
government his determination and wish ‘to see the gov- 
ernment team devote itself, with constant determina- 
tion, to the realization of a large national consensus 
around the great challenges facing the Malian nation 
today. 
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To this effect, by Decree No. 94.333 PRM of 25 October 
1994, the president of the Republic, upon the suggestion 
of the prime minister, decrees: 


Article 1: 


The following are hereby appointed members of the 


cabinet to the post of: 


MINISTER OF: 


State, Foreign Affair’ Malians 
Abroad and African Integration 


TRAORE, Dioncouda 


Public Works and Transport 


ERLAF, Mohamed Ag 


Health, Solidarity and the Elderly 


SIDIBE, Modibo (Maj.) 


Industry, Artisanry and Tourism 


HAIDARA, Fatou (Mrs.) 


Youth and Sports 


COULIBALY. Boubakar Kar- 
amoko 


Armed Forces and Veterans 


SY, Boubacar Sada 


Secondary Education, Higher 
Education and Scientific 
Research 


DICKO, Moustapha 


Territorial Administration and 
Security 


SAMAKE, Sada (Lt. Col.) 


Justice and Keeper of the Seals 


KAMISSOKO, Cheickna Detteba 


Culture and Communication and 
Government Spokesman 


TRAORE, Bakary Konimba 


Finance and Trade 


CISSE, Soumaila 


Basic Education 


SAMASSEKOU, Adama 


Urban Development and 
Housing 


SOW, Sy Kadiatou (N) 


Mines, Energy and Hydraulics 


(DIAWARA, Cheickna Seyd1) 


Employment, Civil Service and 
Labor 


DIARRA, Boubacar Gaoussou 


Rural Development and Environ- 
ment 


TRAORE, Modibo 


Article II: 


The order or the appointments determines the order of 


precedence. 


Article IIT: 


The present decree will be recorded and published in the 


official gazette. 


Nigeria 


Court Rejects Soyinka Suit Declaring Government 


‘Illegal’ 


AB2710151094 Paris AFP in English 1444 GMT 


27 Oct 94 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Oct 27 (AFP)—Nigeria’s 
Federal High Court on Thursday [27 October] threw out 
a suit by Nobel liberature laureate Wole Soyinka to have 
the military government of General Sani Abacha 
declared illegal. 


Court President Batatunde Belgore dismissed the suit by 
the writer, rights activist and prominent critic of the 
junta on the grounds that Abacha’s seizure of power last 
year was a “revolution” and beyond the court’s jurisdic- 
tion. 


He added that any decrees issued by the regime were 
“valid” and that the government did not stem from the 
interim, unelected civilian government headed by Ernest 
Shonekan before the coup. 


Shonekan was installed by the previous military ruler, 
General Ibrahim Babangida, in August, two months after 
the latter voided a civilian presidential election though 
international observers billed it free and fair. 


“What took place on 17 November 1993, in this country 
was a revolution and the government that came into 
being as a result of such a revolution came into existence 
outside the 1979 Constitution or ... any other law,” 
Belgore said in his judgement. 


“Since I have found out that General Abacha’s govern- 
ment is a revolution and that it ts not an offspring of 
Chief Ernest Shonekan’s interim rational government 
formed under decree 61..., any decree issued by General 
Abacha is a valid one and that decree 107 of 1993 (which 
gave existence to the present military regime) is the new 
groundnorm of the law of this country,” the judge ruled. 


The hearing of the anti-junta suit by the poet and 
playwright, who won the Nobel prize in 1986, began on 
21 September. He has also accused the regime of “‘autho- 
rising and encouraging” what he described as ethnic 
cleansing of the Ogoni minority group in the southeast of 
Nigeria. 


The following day, the security services took Soyinka’s 
passport away just as he was to leave Nigeria to take part 
in an international writers’ gathering in Lisbon. 


The presumed winner of the annulled elections, Moslem 
tycoon Moshood Abiola, faces trial for treason in Abuja, 
but the hearing has been indefinitely adjourned. 


Abiola, who is currently ailing from severe back prob- 
lems which developed in prison, was detained on 23 
June, 12 days after he declared himself head of state and 
of the armed forces on the strength of the annulled poll. 


* EEC Project To Upgrade Airport 
Communications 

944F0282A Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
18 Jun 94 p 3 


[Article by Sonny Aragba-Akpore] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Eight airports in Nigeria and 
those of seven other West African countries are to enjoy 
better communications facilities being financed by the 
European Economic Community (EEC) as part of the 
Lome IV Convention. 
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This was disclosed by members of an EEC delegation on 
an inspection visit to one of the facilities being installed 
at the Aminu Kano International Airport, Kano where 
they expressed satisfaction at the pace of work done so 
far on the project. 


The project was started about two years ago as part of the 
Lome IV Convention for which the EEC released a grant 
of 400 million ECU (about $460 million) to Nigeria. Of 
this amount, about $43 million was devoted to the 
installation of the aeronautic satellite telecommunica- 
tions, ASY, facilities in eight airports—in Nigeria. 


These airports in Kano, Maiduguri, Jos, Port-Harcourt, 
Ilorin, Sokoto, Abuja and Lagos, were to be fitted with 
modern satellite telecommunications facilities to 
improve communication between airports and between 
aircraft and control towers. 


According to Mr. Alfred Lamers, acting head of delega- 
tion in Nigeria, the project is being financed as part of 
the Lome IV Convention between the EEC and the 
Association of African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
States to assist them. 


He said the International Association for Air Safety in 
Washington, DC did a major study on various airports in 
different parts of the world and found Nigeria’s airspace 
as the most unsuitable in terms of availability of tele- 
communications facilities. 


According to him, the project, when completed, will ease 
communication between the various points especially 
since an agreement has been reached with the global 
telecommunications’ body, INTELSAT, to use their 
orbiting satellite, the fee per annum will be $200,000 
while a rental of the INMARSAT dishes to be installed at 
both Kano and Lagos airports will attract a yearly rental 
fee of $20,000 to be paid to Nigerian Telecommunica- 
tions Limited (NITEL). Nigeria’s signatory in INMAR- 
SAT. 


Project co-ordinator, Mr. Berrie Newhand, of Serco-IAL 
Limited of the United Kingdom, said LOT I of the 
project involves the building of an earth station at 
Aminu Kano International Airport, and replacing the 
present Very High Frequency (VHF) equipment, in the 
control tower to enable aircraft [to] communicate with 
the tower directly without going through NITEL facili- 
ties, saying “the man in Lagos can find out the situation 
of the airport in Kano before take off.” 
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The satellite earth station, according to Newhand, has 
been divided into national and regional contracts. Whi- 
lethe national contract involves eight airports in Nigeria, 
the regional contract involves seven countries which 
include Ghana, Chad, Cameroun, Niger, Central African 
Republic, Gabon and Cote d'Ivoire. 


Already, a technical assistance agreement has been 
signed with the Federal Civil Aviation Authority 
(FCAA) who will control the facility on completion to 
provide two engineers for the initial period of four years, 
besides training of indigenous technical manpower 
abroad to man the system. “Training,” he said “has 
already begun in France and Italy.” 


Of the eight airports involved in Nigeria, only those at 
Kano and Lagos are linked to the earth station for both 
voice and data communication. He said, Nigeria’s air- 
space has for this purpose been divided into north and 
south zones. Kano, which occupies the prime position of 
Network Co-ordination Centre (NCC) will co-ordinate 
between Nigerian airports and the other airports in the 
West African subregion. 


Only Kano has such facilities as voice communication 
systems, automatic switches, automatic weather switches 
and voice recorders. 


Newahdn said, “from my experience, Nigeria has no 
positive air control, what Nigeria has is advisory air- 
space, which means, the tower can only advise aircraft 
intending to land on the weather situation.” 


He also said the project which should have been com- 
pleted in October last year was stifled by Customs and 
Excise bureaucracies which insisted that import duty 
should be paid on the imported equipment even though 
the Lome IV Convention allows such equipment to be 
brought into a member country duty free since they are 
basically for charity purposes. 


Lamers said, it took the personal intervention of the 
Chief of General Staff, Lt. Gen. Oladipo Diya, to have 
the equipment released for work to commence. 


For now, the |1-metre dish has been installed in Kano 
while the other seven airports will each have the 7.3 
metre dish. 


The Kano project, Newhand said, is expected to be 
completed by July while those of the other seven airports 
will be completed before the middle of next year. 
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